
Nazareth Parish acknowledges the Wadawurrung people who are 
the traditional custodians of this land and we pay respect to the 

Elders past and present and emerging.  

Safeguarding 
Nazareth Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and 
dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adults. 

Dear Parishioners, 

Happy new year! The first bulletin message from me for 2026 is one that bears exciting 
news. After two years of proposals and planning, I can finally relay to you that the 
Archbishop Peter Comensoli has approved the change of name for our parish. The 
decree reads: 

After carefully considering the motivations and observations presented to me, and 
after the formal canonical consultation of the Archbishop’s Council of Priests given on 
26 November 2025, and the College of Consultors of the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
given on 12 December 2025, I hereby decree the following: 

The Nazareth Catholic Parish Grovedale be re-named Damascus Parish. 

The decree will take effect from February 22, 2026. Thank you to Fr Linh and all those 
who helped initiate the project, facilitated the process and helped see it through to 
this stage. It’s been a big effort. Honestly, when I received the email from the 
Archbishop’s office a couple of weeks back, the first feeling was one of relief. 
Canonically, the matter has been finalised. The questions of “if” and “when” are 
answered. That said, there is now the new work of implementing the change. 

A number of those changes will be administrative; updating things like our ABN and 
who the bills are addressed to. Others will be more interesting, like a revamping of our 
website. I dare say for most, not much will seem to change at all. Each of the churches 
and communities are keeping their respective names of Nazareth, St Therese and St 
Christopher’s. Mass times will stay the same and you still have the same mug parish 
priest… 

That said, to see this name change as simply pragmatic or a necessary formal process 
would be to miss a great and God-given opportunity. I hope this change is not 
something in name only but acts as a catalyst to revitalise our parish and inspire us to 
look to the future with renewed zeal and real growth in mind. The Archbishop in his 
decree has similar hopes:  

“I pray that these arrangements that I have decreed will be a rich opportunity for the 
parishioners of Damascus to renew their commitment to the Lord, and to the building 
up of his Church. I invoke the blessings of Almighty God on the priests and 
parishioners of this parish” 

Thanks be to God. 

In Christ, 

Fr Joel. 
 
To read the full Decree from Archbishop Comensoli, head to our website here: 

tagparish.com.au > leadership-team > Parish rename 

 

POPE’S MONTHLY INTENTIONS 
For prayer with the Word of God 
Let us pray that praying with the 

Word of God be nourishment for our 
lives and a source of hope in our 

communities, helping us to build a 
more fraternal and missionary 

Church.  

HOME VISITS 
If there are any parishioners who are 
sick or housebound and would like to 

receive communion or a home visit 
please make contact with the parish 

office: 9412 8444 

2ND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME Year A 
18th January 2026 

Nazareth  
Parish 
Bulletin 

A vibrant community, journeying with Jesus.  
Parish office: 9412 8444 

  grovedale@cam.org.au 
www.tagparish.com.au 

WEEKLY MASS TIMES 
St Christopher’s Church 
Saturday 6pm Vigil Mass 

Tuesday 9.30am Mass—not on 20/1/26 

St Therese Church 
Sunday 9am Mass 
Sunday 5pm Mass 

Wednesday 9am Rosary 
Wednesday  9.30am Mass 

Friday 9am Rosary  
9.30am Mass  

followed by prayers of adoration 
Nazareth Church 

Sunday 11am Mass 
Thursday 9.30am  

 

CONFESSION 
St Christophers Church 
Saturday 5.30pm—6pm  

Nazareth Church 
Sunday 10.30am—11am 

St Therese Church 
Sunday 4.30 pm—5pm 

mailto:grovedale@cam.org.au?subject=Enquiry
https://www.facebook.com/nazarethcatholicparish
https://tagparish.com.au/
https://tagparish.com.au/safeguarding/
https://tagparish.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2025-12-23-DECREE-RE-NAMING-NAZARETH-CATHOLIC-PARISH-GROVEDALE-to-DAMASCUS-PARISH.pdf


In Rome last week, Pope Leo held his 
first consistory, bringing together 
cardinals from  across the globe. In 
keeping with the spirit of synodality, he began by saying, “I 
am here to listen”, inviting the cardinals to share the topics 
they wished to discuss. The conversation centered on two 
major themes: Mission and Synodality. Concluding the 
meeting, Pope Leo affirmed, “Synodality is the path God 
expects of the Church in the third millennium”. 
 
Chamber Philharmonia Cologne will be returning to our area 
next week, with two performances: 
Sun 18 Jan, 1.30pm — St Therese Church, Torquay 
Thurs 22 Jan, 7.30pm — St Christopher’s Church, Anglesea 
Tickets are available at the door (cash only). 
 
Ministry to the sick & elderly—Nazareth Parish 
The Ministry to the Sick and Elderly  combined meeting 
will  be held on Wednesday 28 January 2026, at St Therese, 
Torquay.   
You are invited to gather together for Rosary Recital (9am) 
and Mass (9.30am) on Wednesday morning. 
We will share morning tea following Mass at (10am) together. 
A small share plate for morning tea would be greatly 
appreciated. 
Our meeting will follow at 10.30am to 11.30am. 
Looking forward to seeing you and as always the people you 
help and Parish are grateful to you for the invaluable work 
you do as volunteers in this ministry. 
 
Urgent – Help Needed for 2026 Baptism Roster 
Could you spare an hour every couple of months to help 
with Baptisms at St Therese Church? Our current team is very 
small, and a few extra volunteers (individuals or pairs) would 
make a big difference. 
This is a simple and rewarding role. You’ll be shown 
everything you need to know. Tasks include opening the 
church, setting up, warmly welcoming families as they arrive, 
and helping seat them in readiness for Fr Joel. 
If you can help even occasionally, your support would be 
greatly appreciated by both our volunteers and the families 
celebrating this special moment. Please consider putting 
your name forward—your help is needed and valued. Contact 
the Parish Office 9412 8444 to put your name down, thank 
you in advance.  
 
Parish Sacramental Program 2026 
This program is for children who attend non-Catholic primary 
schools within our parish area. Enrolments are now open—
please register as soon as possible via > https://
tagparish.com.au/sacramental-preparation-program/  The 
first Sacrament we prepare for is Reconciliation, which will 
begin in term 1, March. First Eucharist will be celebrated in 
term 2 and Confirmation term 3.  

 
Presentation of the Lord Mass will be celebrated 
at St Therese Church, Torquay 9.30am Monday 
2nd February. 

Parish Priest   
Fr Joel Peart joel.peart@cam.org.au 
Parish Staff: 
Tracy Ford tracy.ford@cam.org.au 
Brian McMahon brian.mcmahon@cam.org.au  
 grovedale.liturgy@cam.org.au 
Leadership team leadershipteam.grovedale@cam.org.au  
 
Parish Office 
43a Surfcoast Highway, Torquay Vic 3228 
Phone: 9412 8444  Email: grovedale@cam.org.au 
 
Parish Presbytery  
For any urgent pastoral need outside of office hours please 
call the presbytery on 03 9412 8443 
 
Office Hours 
The parish office will be closed from Wed 24th and re-open 
Tue 13th Jan where usual office hours will resume: 
Tuesday - Friday, 9am - 3pm. 
 
Bulletin Notices 
Please submit them by Thursday mornings—the next edi-
tion will be published Fri 16th Jan.  
Email: grovedale@cam.org.au  
 
Sign up to receive the weekly bulletin via email 
by visiting our website tagparish.com.au or 
scan the QR code.  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 49:3. 5-6 
Responsorial Psalm:   
Here I am, Lord; 
I come to do your will.  
Second Reading:  
1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. He enabled 
those who accepted him to become the children of God.   
Alleluia! 
Gospel: John 1:29-34 
Click the link to be directed to the reading of the day, scroll down or 
on the right to select a different day 

 
 
 
PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
Recent deaths:  Frederick Campbell 
 
Anniversaries who are at this time:  
 
PRAYING FOR THE SICK IN OUR COMMUNITY  
Our thoughts are with those who are unwell at 
this time. Please submit a consent form to have 
a loved one prayed for.  

DAILY READINGS 

2ND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME Year A 
18th January 2026 
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