
Nazareth Parish acknowledges the Wadawurrung people who are 
the traditional custodians of this land and we pay respect to the 

Elders past and present and emerging.  

Safeguarding 
Nazareth Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and 
dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adults. 

Sr Mary Glowrey 
Last Friday morning I caught up for coffee with Mrs Sarah 
Kelly, principal of Mary Glowrey Catholic Primary in Mount 
Duneed. With construction now underway, Mary Glowrey is 
scheduled to open in 2027 in order to cater for the ever-
growing number of families in our parish.  
The conversation opened with discussions about the 
progress and projections of the work so far, which all look 
and sound encouraging. But the main purpose of the 
meeting was to determine the content and look of the 
school logo. There were a few designs to consider, ranging 
from traditional crests and mottos to abstract designs that 
were impossible to decipher. The brief was to capture within 
the logo and its colour the Catholic faith of the school, their 
striving for academic excellence and something that 
reflects the environment in which the school is surrounded. It 
also needed to acknowledge the wonderful person the school 
is named after: Sr Mary Glowrey, of whom we received some 
very exciting news regarding on that same day.  
The announcement came to us through the Archbishop of Melbourne. The statement 
reads: It is with profound joy that I share with you the news the Pope Leo XIV has formally 
recognised the heroic virtues of the Servant of God Dr Sr Mary Glowrey JMJ, daughter of 
Victoria and missionary doctor in India. As of 21 November 2025, she now bears the title: 
Venerable Mary of the Sacred Heart Glowrey.  
It should serve as great encouragement to have one of our own honoured, especially one 
who grew up so near to us. Mary Glowrey was born in 1883, in the town of Birregurra, a 40 
minute drive from Torquay on the way to Colac. Her father Edward ran the local general 
store, then upped his family to run hotels in Garvoc and then Watchem in Victoria’s 
Mallee region. Amongst all this, little Mary did well at school and so went on to further her 
education at South Melbourne College at the age of 14. She went on to complete a 
Bachelor of Arts at Melbourne University and then entered medical studies, specialising 
in obstetrics, gynecology and ophthalmology. She would excel in her field.  
At the age of 33 Mary was inspired to be a missionary nun, offering her gifts in service of 
the poor. With guidance from her spiritual director, she joined the Congregation of Jesus 
Mary Joseph. Mary departed for India in 1920, aged 37, never to return to her home 
country. She would provide medical care to hundreds of thousands of patients during her 
ministry, a great number of them being marginalised women. Mary founded the Catholic 
Health Association of India which still today cares for over 20 million people annually. It is 
an amazing story.  
I hope and pray that the school and its students honour her well. The school logo we went 
with looks pretty good, so that’s a nice start! 
In Christ, Fr Joel. 

POPE’S MONTHLY INTENTIONS 
For the prevention of suicide 
Let us pray that those who are 

struggling with suicidal thoughts 
might find the support, care, and 

love they need in their community, 
and be open to the beauty of life.  

HOME VISITS 
If there are any parishioners who are 
sick or housebound and would like to 

receive communion or a home visit 
please make contact with the parish 

office: 9412 8444 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Year A 
30th November 2025 

Nazareth  
Parish 
Bulletin 

A vibrant community, journeying with Jesus.  
Parish office: 9412 8444 

  grovedale@cam.org.au 
www.tagparish.com.au 

WEEKLY MASS TIMES 
St Christopher’s Church 
Saturday 6pm Vigil Mass 

Tuesday 9.30am Mass 
St Therese Church 
Sunday 9am Mass 
Sunday 5pm Mass 

Wednesday 9am Rosary 
Wednesday  9.30am Mass 

Friday 9am Rosary  
9.30am Mass  

followed by prayers of adoration 
Nazareth Church 

Sunday 11am Mass 
Thursday 9.30am  

 

CONFESSION 
St Christophers Church 
Saturday 5.30pm—6pm  

Nazareth Church 
Sunday 10.30am—11am 

St Therese Church 
Sunday 4.30 pm—5pm 

Image courtesy of the  
Mary Glowrey Collection 
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First Week of Advent – A Season of Hope 
This weekend we enter the beautiful season of Advent, a 
time of quiet anticipation as we prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ. The first candle on the Advent wreath is 
the Candle of Hope, reminding us that even in moments of 
uncertainty or challenge, God’s promises remain steady 
and true. 
Advent hope is not simply optimism or wishful thinking. It is 
the confident belief that God is at work in our world and in 
our lives, often in ways we cannot yet see. Just as the 
prophets long ago trusted that the Messiah would come, 
we, too, are invited to open our hearts to Christ’s presence 
among us today. 
As we begin this new liturgical year, let us take a moment to 
pause, breathe, and reflect on where we need God’s light 
most. May this first week of Advent awaken in us a renewed 
sense of hope—hope that restores, reassures, and gently 
draws us closer to the One who comes to bring peace and 
joy. May the light of the Hope candle shine brightly in our 
homes and in our parish community this week. 
 
Anglesea Combined Church Service 
Trinity Uniting Church, on behalf of the Anglesea 
Association of Christian Churches, is hosting the Anglican, 
Baptist and Catholic congregations at their Sunday morning 
service on 30th November 2025 at 9.30am. Uniting Church 
is at the river end of Murch Crescent. Please come along 
and share our common faith and belief at their combined 
service. We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Anglesea Advent Reflection Invitation 
Anglesea Association of Christian Churches invites you to 
take the opportunity of a quiet evening's reflection, away 
from the noise and rush of busy days, to remember the 
story of Christmas. Journey with the Kings and Shepherds, 
Mary and Joseph to the crib at Bethlehem. Anglesea Uniting 
Church  Murch Crescent, Wednesday 3rd December 2025 
7.00pm - 8.30 pm . Everyone welcome, In the spirit of the 
Jubilee Year, all Nazareth parishioners are invited to come 
and share with our Anglesea community.  

 Catholic Theological College 
Study scripture, theology,  

pastoral ministry and spirituality 

2026 Enrolments are open  
Face-to-face or online modes available 

For more information: view our  
2026 Prospectus or contact:  

registrar@ctc.edu.au 

Women of faith are in our 
thoughts lately with our own 
Mary Glowrey, the patron saint 
of our new school, being raised 
to Venerable.  
And in the Final Document, Mary, Mother of the Church is 
presented as the exemplar of a synodal, missionary and 
merciful Church. “She is the form of the Church who 
listens, prays, meditates, dialogues, accompanies, 
discerns, decides and acts.” (Par. 29) 
All the Synod 2021-2024 documents are on our Website. 
Go to leadershipteam.grovedale@cam.org.au/ Documents  
 
Torquay Vinnies Christmas Appeal  
Aussie families are struggling to survive the increasing cost
-of-living pressures this Christmas. The Torquay Vinnies 
group will be supporting as many families as possible to 
put food on tables this Christmas and to support folk to 
stay connected. Thanks so much for the contributions so 
far.  Please continue to add vouchers for Supermarkets, 
department stores or petrol stations via the Sunday 
collections, or place cash in an envelope and address it to 
Vinnies and drop into Parish Office or School Offices. Our 
Appeal runs until December 6/7th.  We will then distribute 
to those in need.  In this Jubilee Year of Hope, this is 
another opportunity to share what we have and include 
everyone at the table.  We value and appreciate your 
generosity at this time.  
 
Anglesea Foodlink 
Each year at this time we put 
together a food hamper with a 
small gift for some families, 
couples, and singles in our 
community. 
These are folk who have gone 
beyond doing it tough & are 
struggling to get by day by day. 
Our giving tree is loaded with tags Please take one or two, 
read what is requested & return your gifts either next Sat. 
night or on Sat. Dec.13th 
Any special Christmas foods would also be appreciated. 
A great opportunity to spread the hope & joy of Christmas. 
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St Therese Church Gardens 
In preparation for Christmas, it would be 
nice to have the church gardens looking at 
their best. If you can sweep, weed or prune 
we would love to have your assistance. 
Monday 1 December between 10 and 12 if 
you can spare 1 or 2 hours. Bring any tools 
you are handy with. Any queries, contact Steve Mulcahy m. 
0422 287 011 
 
Social Justice (SJ) Forum - WhatsApp Group 
A forum for SJ issues that meet Catholic SJ teachings. 
Items are posted regularly by anyone in the group and 
others can comment or add other insights.  (Note – Items 
can be added as links, with a brief, one or two sentence 
introduction.) 
If you join, you might extend this invitation to other like 
minded people within our community.  
To join: Download the “WhatsApp” app onto your mobile 
phone. If you are like me, you may need to ask your kids or 
grandkids to help you with this. Once you have done 
this,  send me your name and phone number by text or 
email .  Joe Annetts 0408 427 395 jochannetts@gmail.com 
You will then have access to the group to read, comment , 
discuss etc.  
So sign up and join a vibrant conversation on this vital 
element of our faith. 
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REFLECTION by Nick Brodie 
Pope Leo wants us to rediscover the urgency of the 
Church’s vocation to care for the poor and fight against all 
forms of poverty.  
We have a duty, the Pope says, to ‘stand at their side and 
work actively for their integral development.’ In short, it is 
not enough to give to the poor. We have to lift them up. 
‘Charity has the power to change reality’, he affirms, adding 
that ‘it is a genuine force for change in history.’ 
This aspect of the Christian life cannot be postponed. As 
the Pope says, ‘the dignity of every human person must be 
respected today, not tomorrow.’ 
Moreover, he continues, ‘the extreme poverty of all those to 
whom this dignity is denied should constantly weigh upon 
our consciences.’ There is no room in authentic Christian 
discipleship for ‘theoretical excuses’ that become 
obstacles to action ‘to resolve the concrete problems of 
those who suffer.’ 
Dogmatic belief in the efficacy of trickle-down economics 
and unregulated capitalism, the Church teaches, is 
misguided belief. We should never fall prey to the delusion 
that injustice is somehow a product of the natural 
economic order. We Christians are called to challenge 
such misplaced assumptions. 
‘We need to be increasingly committed’, the Pope 
emphatically declares, ‘to resolving the structural causes 
of poverty.’ 
[Quotes from Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te, 4 October 2025: https://
www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20251004-
dilexi-te.html] © Nick Brodie 

Annual Lectionary 
The new 2026 Break Open the Word books 
are now in stock and will be distributed in 
the coming weeks. Due to a significant 
price increase this year, they cost $35 
each. A small number of spare copies will 
be available to purchase from the parish 
office until sold out. 

God’s Word—Daily Reflections 2026 has 
also arrived and is available again this 
year for $22. These can be obtained 
through the book nook at St Therese 
Church, from Jill Healy at Nazareth 
Church, or via the parish office. 

The 2026 Columban Art Calendar is 
likewise on sale for $10 through the book 
nook at St Therese.  

If you are interested in any of these items 
and unable to get to the book nook or 
office please reach out and we can arrange 
to get them to you.  
 
Parish office 
The office will be closing early at 1pm this Tuesday 2nd 
December. Thank you for your understanding.  

Parish Priest   
Fr Joel Peart joel.peart@cam.org.au 
Parish Staff: 
Tracy Ford tracy.ford@cam.org.au 
Brian McMahon brian.mcmahon@cam.org.au  
 grovedale.liturgy@cam.org.au 
Leadership team leadershipteam.grovedale@cam.org.au  
 
Parish Office 
43a Surfcoast Highway, Torquay Vic 3228 
Phone: 9412 8444  Email: grovedale@cam.org.au 
 
Parish Presbytery  
For any urgent pastoral need outside of office hours please 
call the presbytery on 03 9412 8443 
 
Office Hours 
Our hours are:- Tuesday - Friday, 9am - 3pm. 
Outside of these hours, please leave a message and one of 
the staff will contact you when they are next in the office. 
Office is Closed on Public Holidays 
 
Bulletin Notices 
Please submit them by Thursday mornings.  
Email: grovedale@cam.org.au  
 
Sign up to receive the weekly bulletin via email 
by visiting our website tagparish.com.au or 
scan the QR code.  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Responsorial Psalm:   
Let us go rejoicing to the house of 
the Lord. 
Second Reading:  
Romans 13:11-14 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love,  
and grant us your salvation.  
Alleluia! 
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44 
Click the link to be directed to the reading of the day, scroll down 
or on the right to select a different day 

 
 

PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
Recent deaths:  Bernie Carty,  
Sr Eucharia Carmody 
Anniversaries who are at this time: Giuseppina 
Romanello 
PRAYING FOR THE SICK IN OUR COMMUNITY  
 

Our thoughts are with those who are unwell at 
this time. Please submit a consent form to have 
a loved one prayed for.  

DAILY READINGS 
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